City of Jacksonville
2019 Outstanding Veterans
Janice Graniero
American Legion Post 78, Swansboro
A Veteran of the United States Marine Corps, Ms. Graniero is
a loyal and hardworking member of the Post. She is the Finance
Officer, Adjutant, and serves on the Youth Welfare Committee
of the Department of NC American Legions. She drives for
DAV16 approximately 600 hours per year taking veterans to VA
appointments.

Deserie Rogers
American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 265
Ms. Rogers joined the Auxiliary in 1997 and has donated
numerous hours to the Onslow County Fair, handing out Poppies
in remembrance of our veterans, assisting veterans with errands
and appointments, as well as obtaining donations to help veterans
in hospice and hospitals.

Samuel Gupton
AMVETS Post 225
Mr. Gupton has been the Treasurer of the Post for the past
twelve years and has served in other various positions. He also
chairs the Board for the ROTC Students at nine schools throughout
eastern NC. He prepares all of the awards for each ROTC recipient
and personally delivers them to each school.
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Grant Beck
Beirut Memorial Chapter 642
Patriot Grant Beck has been Commander of Beirut Memorial
Chapter 642 for the past six years. He excels in being part of
the chapter’s Americanism effort by instructing school children
about flag etiquette, history and respect. He is the epitome of a
chapter leader and is making great strides in taking the chapter
into the future.

Criss Allen
Camp Lejeune Military Retiree Council
Ms. Allen does an awesome job in representing the Military
Widows Association. She keeps the association well informed
on all programs, needs and events for the Camp Lejeune Military
Retiree Council.

Randall Cox
Disabled American Veterans, Onslow County
Chapter 16
Mr. Cox is a retired United States Marine and has been
a member of the Chapter since 2017. He gives one hundred
percent at all times and stays late to make sure the job is always
completed.

City of Jacksonville
2019 Outstanding Veterans
Bonnie Williams
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary,
Onslow County Chapter 16
Ms. Williams moved here from Ohio many years ago to be
with her son, a United States Marine and her grandchildren.
Every Friday she is in the kitchen making preparations for Bingo.
She has rarely missed a Friday, even while receiving radiation
treatments for cancer. She is exactly the kind of person every
organization needs and the kind of person we should all strive
to be.

Nichole Mason
Division of Workforce Solutions,
Veterans Unit
Ms. Mason is a Disabled Veterans Outreach Program
Specialist for the NC Department of Commerce, Division of
Workforce Solutions. Her assistance to Veterans that have
been identified as having Significant Barriers to Employment
has distinguished her as a superb counselor. She participated
in over 341 community outreach activities during the past year
to further assist these veterans.

Timothy Manchester
Fleet Reserves Association Branch 208
Shipmate Manchester is directly responsible for the
Branch’s social media and the Branch’s constant presence
in the community. He continues to ensure that members
who are unable to attend meetings are kept up to date on
Branch functions via his advanced knowledge of various
social media platforms.
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Karl Hackbarth
Loyal Escorts of the Green Garter,
NC-1 Tarheel Chapter
Mr. Hackbarth has gone above and beyond serving as the
2018 WMA Convention Treasurer, both during and after, to close
the Chapter’s books and he worked many hours over several
months to ensure all records were correct and accurate. He is
always ready to assist where and when needed.

Steve Ryan
Marine Corps League, Detachment 262
Retired Chief Petty Officer Ryan served in the United States
Navy for 22 years. He is a generous member of the League
and is always ready to assist with fundraisers and meetings. He
was Vice President until cancer sidelined him but he continued
to show up at all meetings and events.

Debrah Ryan
Marine Corps League Auxiliary
Ms. Ryan is always there to help the organization and the
community. She goes above and beyond, especially during the
Hurricane relief efforts for Florence and Dorian. Her winning
smile and “never say no” attitude make her the ideal nominee.
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Russell Spurlock, Sr.
Military Order of the Cootie
For some people volunteering is about giving, for Mr. Spurlock
it is a way of living. He has been a member of the MOC since
1996, a Councilmember for the MOC 5th Supreme and a past
Grand of North Carolina. His unselfish devotion to his fellow
Veterans is representative of his strong commitment to fulfilling
the MOC’s Motto: “Keep them Smiling in Beds of White.”

Tikishia Smiley
Montford Point Marine Association, Inc
Ms. Smiley, a former Marine, has committed her knowledge,
experience and professionalism to the betterment of the
Association by becoming the Montford Point Marine Museum
Director. Thanks to her hard work and support, our community
will soon be able to once again learn about the Legacy of the
Montford Point Marines.

Melvin Conyard
NABVETS, Inc
Mr. Conyard retired from the United States Marine Corps
after 30 years of service as a Master Gunnery Sergeant. As
a member of NABVETS, he is always reliable, dependable and
ready to assist in any way possible especially in support of the
Chapters goals and objectives.
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Paul Miethker
Non Commissioned Officers Association,
Down East Chapter #906
Mr. Miethker joined the Chapter in 1991 and has served as
the Chairman for the past nine years. He has volunteered
over 150 hours of his time this year to ensure that the Chapter
has the best interests of both Active Duty and Retired Military
Personnel. He continues to display the ideals and principles
expected by someone who deeply cares about others and
his community.

Stephen Smith
Rolling Thunder, INC. Chapter NC-5
Mr. Smith is a retired United States Marine and a retired
Jacksonville Police Detective. He is a Master Mason and Shriner,
serving as a “roadrunner” transporting burned and crippled
children to their doctors’ appointments across the US. To date
he has made 232 transports.

Joe Beam
Swansborow Marine Corps League
Detachment #1407
A Vietnam Veteran, Mr. Beam served in the United States
Marine Corps for four years. He joined the League in 1999 and
became a life member the same year. He has served as our
Sergeant-at-Arms for the last three years. Attending all of our
events, he is the first to volunteer his time and energy.
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David DiPaola
The American Leagion,
Burton-Cowell Post 265
Legionnaire DiPaola served in more than 30 countries during
his 25 year career in the United States Marine Corps. He has
been a member of Post 265 since November, 2010 and has
been a vital part of keeping the Bingo program going.

Samuel Gupton
The Captain John C Carr Veteran
Resource Center
The Resource Center reported that Mr. Gupton is their
strongest member and has raised many dollars to provide
assistance to our local veterans. After the recent hurricanes,
he provided weeks of his time assisting veterans in the recovery
process and has enriched their lives by aiding them in their
daily pursuits.

Edward Fletcher
VFW Post 9133
Comrade Fletcher is the Post Chaplain and House Committee
Chairman. He has overseen nearly $100,000 in renovations
to the Post to make the building safer and more enjoyable
for members and their gusts. He works tirelessly and is the
epitome of what a member should be.
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Jennifer Carteaux
VFW Auxiliary
Jennifer was active with the Post before she became
a member. She has dedicated herself to taking care of the
veterans by cooking for them several days a week. Sometimes
donating the food herself. She is the owner of Starz and Stripes
Salon and is always willing to help any veteran in need.

Jalyssa Nava
Women Marines Association, NC-1,
Tarheel Chapter
A full time student as well as a Veteran, Ms. Nava participates
in the community with many organizations while assisting
veterans with resources in the VA system and in community
outreach. She also visits the Veteran State Nursing Home and
gives her time to local Scout troops.

Luis J Alers-Dejesus
City of Jacksonville Veteran Liaison
Mr. Luis Alers is the City’s appointed Veteran Liaison. As
the City’s Veteran Liaison, he is responsible for ensuring that
the City of Jacksonville is aware of what is happening in the
Veteran community and keeping our veterans groups apprised
of what we are working on in the City. The City of Jacksonville
appreciates his steadfast support and tireless efforts in working
with us to support Veterans throughout our community.

